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Tellico Village Couple New to Loudon County Seek TBI
Investigation Into New High School Building Project

District Attorney declines to ask TBI to investigate — “Not a criminal issue”

by Dan Bell

A couple that ev-
idently moved 1o
Loudon County in July
of 2023 and live in Tel-
lico Village have asked
the Tennessee Bureau
of Investigation to in-
vestigate the Loudon
County School Board
[which could potential-
ly include the Loudon
County Commission
that has to approve fi-
nancial  expenditures
for the school board].
The complaint is rel-
ative to the proposed
building of a new high
school on  property
owned by the county
system school board
on property behind
First Baptist Church in
Lenoir City. Currently
Loudon County School
system’s high school
students on the Lenoir
City end of the coun-
ty attend Lenoir City
High School, which is
part of the Lenoir City

School system, sepa-
rate from the county
school system.

While District At
torney General Rus-
sell Johnson declined
to predicate a TBI in-
vestigation at the cou-
ple’s request, General
Johnson did look into
the matter on his own.
He determined that the
complaint does not al-
lege a violation of law
for which there could
be criminal prose-
cution, therefore, no
TBI investigation. He
did however suggest
that the couple might
focus their attention
elsewhere — consoli-
dation of the two sep-
arate school systems
to make one more ef-
ficient school system
that would save mon-
oy

His response to the
Daily Edition’s inquiry
is set forth below:

District Attorney General
Russell Johnson

Response from DA
Johnson:

A couple from Tel-
lico Village that ev-
idently shows up at
the Loudon County
School Board meet-
ngs complaining
about the move to
build a new 7-12
school in the north
end of the county
filed a ‘complaint’
requesting a TBI in-
vestigation into the
school board and their

process for arriving at
this decision. Osten-
sibly, the complainanis
do not want the tax in-
crease that would go
along with the building
project to provide the
new school which is
being planned to meet
anticipated school en-
rollment. As District
Atiomey, | am the only
one that can predicate
a TBI investigation on
this issue. However,
since the complaint
does not allege a vio-
lation of ‘criminal’ law,
there will be no TBI in-
vestigation.

I did, however, take
this a step further. Af-
ter reviewing the com-
plaint, I contacted at-
tommey for the Loudon
County School Board
and asked him to re-
the complaint,
address and opine on
the compiaint and pro-
vide supporting docu-

view

Yerse of the Dav

So donot fear, forI am with
you; do not be dismayed.
for I am vour God. I will
strengthen you and help
you; 1 will upheld you with
my tighteous right hand.
All who rage against you
will surely be ashamed and
| disgraced, those who op-

pose you will be as nothing
and perish.

~—Jsaiah 41:10-11

Wazzup

This is a special edition
sinee the schools con
tlaue to be a hol topic
among teaders. Tet us
know what you think

Weather

Today: Morning show-
ers. High of 59F.
Tomght: Overcast. Low
of 351~

Friday: Sunny. High of
&4

Friday mightt Overcast
Low 43F.

Horoscope

Pisces 2/119-3/20

Don'’t fear any changes
that lie ahead, Pisces.
Fven if yon think yon
don’'t adjust well, you
have more adaptability
than you realize.

mentation. The atior-
nev, Chris MecCarty
has done this. His re-
sponse with hyperlinks
is attached.

This is truly a po-
litical isswe. It will
have to be resolved
by the Loudon County
School Board and the
Loudon County Com-
MISSion.

While it is not for
me to determine, or
probably cven suggest,
I have always been
of the opinion that
both Loudon County
School Board and the
Lenoir City School
Board should at least
entertain  discussions
and perform a study
to see if the consoli-
dation of both systems
into one might pro-
vide Loudon County

a more elflicient model

see School pg. 2
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Schools

tion of individuals spreading
misinformation  regarding
LCS's plan to build a new
Grade 7-12 school in north
Loudon County, LCS seeks
to address the Complainant’s
allegations herein.

1. Loudon County Schools
operates transparently 1in
accordance with Tennessee
faw.

LCS first addresses any

for educating the students
of Loudon County. This
is not to say such a move
would remove the need for
a new school, but it deserves
consideration. All politics
are local, so this obviously
would be a hot button issue
for the school boards and
county commission to deter-

mine. /

] suggestion by the Com-
1= Bymsed] Julnsen plainant that LCS has not
1008 Bradford Way 1o ded b
Kingston, TN 37763 Dropery Iepatiiad 1 pou-

lic records requests. LCS
has responded to numerous
public records requests un-
der the Tennessee Public
Records Act. The documents
LCS has produced pursuant
to the TPRA in relation to the
school project between May
13, 2023 and February 18,
2025 can be accessed at this
link [LCS Open Record Re-
quests} and span from LCS
000001 to LCS 004804. That
means in total LCS has pro-
duced 4,804 pages of doc-
uments fo citizens like the
Complainant in relation to
the school project. Clearly,
LCS operates transpareatly
and responds to public re-
cords requests in accordance
with the TPRA.

Notice: 1he Daily Edition does not knowingly accept fraudulent or mislead-
ing materials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or
statements contained herein. All liability for the contents of all advertising, and
for any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the advertiser or
its agency. The Daily Edition reserves the right to reject, edit, or abbreviate any
advertisement submitted. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all
liability for all copyright viclations is the sole responsibility of the advertiser.
Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered the
sole property of the advertiser. The Dailv Edition will make every effort but will
not be lable for failuge to publish and ad or for typographical and layout crrors.
All statements and information about highlights featured items. letters to the
editor, herein are those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Daily
Edition assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereof. The Daily
Edition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement in which
an error oceurs provided a claim is made within 3 days of the first publication of
the ad, Information contained in the Wazzup is received anonymously and the
Daily Edition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the right to
edit or reject any and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a dafly newspaper
of general circulation in Loudon County defined under TCA 2-1-104¢a)(13).
The Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount
connties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Rox 1240. Lenoir
City TN 37771. 865-771-2249. email: dan1204us@xahos.com
The Daily Edition is Loudon County’s premier public interest and paid advertising paper. The
Dailv Felition is produced and published and is ciroulated throughout Loudon County and parts
of Monree and Knox Connties. Display adventising rates $5.00 per column inch and quantity
discounts available. Call for information on upcoming promotions and events,

February 21, 2025

RE: Response to TBI Tip
Created by Debra Stephen-
son

Dear Mr. Johnson:

Please allow this letter to
serve as an initial response
to  Debra  Stephenson’s
(“Complainant™) “tip” to the
Tennessee Bureau of Inves-
tigation created on Febru-
ary 5, 2025. To be sure, the
Complaint, even if it were
true or to even be taken as
true, does pot state a single
alleged violation of crimi-
nal law by Loudon County
Schools (“LCS™) or by its
board members, officers,
and employees. Ilowever,
due quite [rankly to a fac-

2. Loudon County Schools
operales in accordance with
Tennessce law with respect to
student enroliment, including
transfers and the identifica-
tion of open seats for open
enrollment.

Complainant’s
regarding I1.CS’s plan fo
construct 2 new school in
northern Loudon County are
equally unfounded. At a fun-
damental level, the complaint
is based on a misunderstand-
ing of the law. Tenn. Code
Ann. § 49-2-128 governs stu-
dent transfers within an LEA.
The statute does not provide
any obligations on an LEA
with regards to the opening of
new schools or the construc-
tion of new school buildings.

www.lewisthomason.com
[Knoxville Memphis {Nash-
ville

L. Russell Johnson Febru-
ary 21, 2025 Page 2

LCS publishes its avail-
able open seats in accordance
with Tennessee law, under
Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-2-128.
IHowever, this process is not
a siatement on open seais
based on physical space, as
the Complainant suggests.

assertions

Nor does LCS’s calculation
take info consideration the
state of LCS’s school build-
ings. Rather, LCS calculates
open seats based on the num-
ber of teachers per grade lev-
el and state-mandated teach-
er-student ratios. Moreover,
it is apparently lost on the
Complainant that LCS is not
permitied to deny a student
enrollment who attended that
school in the previous school
vear, regardless of whether
a student is a non-transfer
student, or an in- district or
out-of-district ftransfer stu-
dent. See Tenn. Code Ann. §
49-2-128(H(1). Theretore, it
is proper—and mandated—
that I.CS include in its stu-
dent count under Tenn. Code
Ann. § 49-2- 128 those LCS
students who are Lenoir City
residents as well.

Likewise, Complainant
misunderstands Tenn. Code
Ann. § 49-2-128 in regard to
wransportation. The relevant
part of the statute provides,
“If an LEA grants a transfer
1o a student, then the parent
or guardian of the student
is responsible for transpoi-

See Schools ctd. pg. 3
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tation to the new school.
The student must maintain
satisfactory attendance, be-
havior, and effort to remain
in the new school.” Tenn.
Code Ann. § 49-2-128(e).
The Complainant alleges that
LCS is violating the statute
by transporting LCS students
who are Lenoir City resi-
dents. However, subdivision
(e), along with the statute as
a whole, refers to transfers
within an LEA. In accor-
dance with Tenn. Code Ann.
§ 49-2-128(e), LCS Board
Policy 6.206 provides that
students within the school
district who attend a school
for which they are not zoned
must provide their own trans-
portation to and from school.

To address the Com-
plainant’s allegation that an
LCS muddle school “dis-en-

x| Bad Credit
Divorce

4 Fixed Income
= Repos

= Bankruptcy

= No Credit

roils then re- emolls” o
avoid (ruancy requirements,
LCS points out that school
systems do not enroll or
disenroll students; that duty
falls on parents or ouardxans
Therefore, if a parent with-
draws their student and hef
she is then no longer subject
to Tennessee compulsory
attendance rules, disenroll-
ment has occurred. If a par-
ent returns to LCS with their
student and wishes to enroll,
the student is reenrolled per
slate law. This is a mechan-
ical process that is far from
nefarious. In any event, 1.CS
maintains an attendance and
truancy policy in accordance
with Tennessee law through
Board Policy 6.200.

It is important to note, fur-
ther, that the Complainant
oversimplifies the relation-
ship between LCS and the
Lenoir City School District.

The relationship between the
school districts differs from
the relationship between
two separate county school
districts. Tennessee counties
are required to provide a free
system of public schools.
Tenn. Code Ann. §§ 49-1-
102, 49-6- 3001. Tennessee
law further requires that “[w]
here a student meets the re-
quirements of the state board
of education for transfer or
admission purposes, the stu-
dent may be admitted by a
local board of education, not-
withstanding any other pro-
vision or act to the contrary.”™
Id. at § 49-6- 3001(b)(3).
Likewise, Tenn. Code Ann.
§ 49-6-3102 requires local
boards of education to “pro-
vide for the enrollment in a
public school of each student
who is eligible for enroll-
ment within the schools of
the local school system.” The

N APPROVEDY

Visit Us On The Web At-

maﬂ:vsautnsales.net

requirement that an LEA pro-
vide free education is inextri-
cably linked with a county’s
ablht\» 1o tax its residents.
See id. at §§ 49-6- 3003(b)
(1),49-6-3112, 49-63104.

L. Russell Johnson Febru-
ary 21, 2025 Page 3

Accordingly, my office
previously advised LCS that,
though the issue is not clear-
Iy decided under Tennessee
law, 1.CS must admit Loudon
County resident students into
its schools, free of tuition,
even where those students
also reside within the I.enoir
City municipal school dis-
trict. That prior opinion letter
to LCS can be found at this
link [Letter re Enrollment to
Garren 2024-03-18.pdf], and
was made public some time
ago as well.

As noted by the Com-

See Schools ctd, pg 4

3 L S

QS’EMI}MM
msznunmnmm

$ :

= = Drives*

15" GHEWY EQURNOX
ONLY $2200 Down Drives Ruay

127°KIR SPORTAGE
B2 | 52900 BEWN DRIVES BVAY

IlIII.Y 83503 IIIIWH nmmy*

Emnn RISIONS200000WN ~ | |
OHLY $2000 BOWN Drives muay S

AR

Marty

*See Dealer for-detat

— - o _ W,

S

Auto Sales ’

=AUl down payments plus tax, tag. fitle and fees.




Page 4 » Daily Edition ¢ February 27, 2025

Schools etd. from pg. 3

plamnant, it was the duly
clected Loudon County
Commission that ultimately
voted 1o adopt a budget that
included funds to construct
a new school building. This
occurred after LCS presented
its related proposal, including
the slideshow found at this
link [L.CBOE Presentation
2024 CC 6-17-24.pdf], and
after the County Commis-
sion heard numerous public
comments on the matier If
the Complainant is unhappy
with that decision, the proper
avenue of her disagreements
1s through political chamnels,
rather than levying baseless
accusations against elected
public officials and school
officials.

To be clear, 1.CS’s decision
to construct a new school is
based solely on the need to
address the continued pop-
ulation growth on the north
side of Loudon County. As
always, LCS is acting in ac-

cordance with its mission
to provide high quality edu-
cation 1o its students and to
ultimately graduate college
and career ready leamners.
Quite frankly, the citizens
of Loudon County elect-
ed members of the Loudon
County Board of Educa-
tion to lead and manage the
community’s  educational
efforts, and those duly elect-
ed officials decided that a
new school is needed for the
community both now and
certainly moving forward.

If you have guestions re-
garding this letter, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Chris McCarty

Publisher Pen: The question
is do we need another school?
After many surveys and mum-
ber crunching and meetings
and discussions along with in-
dependent studies as well the
Cowsty School System has de-
termined the need for another
school and has bought property
in Lenoir City just off Hwy 321

Jor the purpose of building a
new school.

The Lenoir City iaxpavyers
were asked for a sales tax in-
crease by the Lenoir City School
System for the third time which
Jailed heartily once again. How-
ever we have vel lo have the
vote on merging the school sys-
temns which would eliminaie the
need for a Lenoir City School
Board and Director and staff
Jor the office and the Million
Dollar Building. No teachers or
other staff would even change
The problem is that it requires
a charter change and the coun-
cil has no mihority to change it
however they can allow the city
registered voiers to vote on the
matter just like the sales tax is-
sue or any other charter change.

As for Tellico Village they are
currently governed by a POA or
Property Owners Association
by appointed individuals who
have large salaries and have al-
ready asked for fees to be added
to residents and even iried to get
legislation passed for their ben-
efit. It’s time for the Village to

become independent and incor-
porate. At least that way the res-
idents will truly be able to have
their own elected officials.

When it comes to the school
bizsiness let's jusi be honest nev-
er in the history of the school
systein has it made monev and
it won't. It’s not supposed to be-
cause it’s an [nvestment in the
Jutwre period. Thats why the
stands are packed at competitive
events and signs and banners
are all over the score boards,
yearbooks, and even some have
doue billboards of support over
the years, and of course stadi-
urnis. Those folks do it because
they believe in this greatl coun-
iy and cities we have. Nowhere
i the country can vou go and
#01 contribute to the school sys-
tems. With thar being said, its
iiine 1o merge the schools and
let the county do what they do.
We already have city students in
county schools and county stu-
dents in city schools so il just
makes sense because we are
gonna be contributing to the
schools.
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