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Herman Chamblee Eric Smallen see Stop pg.2  Matthew Marsh

its to pa
uns; Charged with

Hiding a wanted
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e | [ Casinos  out  of More of baccarat stand at
P ? " T han ﬁf Miliios .MS‘é: Hﬂdef 5@ p@f-
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Altel Just a4 16w cent. But Ni and his
hours of playing bac- tablemates won an

carat at a Maryland astounding 18  of
casino In September 21  hands— includ-

2017, Chenguang Ni ing one run of 14
headed home to New  gtrajoht wins.
York with more than The pext day, the ca-

$850,000 in  win- gino called the FBI” _
nings. altimore Field Of-

T_he oddasn of Win- fice. Ni had cheated,
ning any given hand
— See Cheaters P.4
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VQE se of the Day . 2210 eather | sion can act as a catalyst
Learn to do rnight! A BigShoutOutToThe Today: Clear and cool, that changes everything.
Seek justice, encour- Gann-Brown Bunch Highof 37F. You might be stuck be-
age the oppressed Tonight: Clear. Low of 40F tWeen wWo Options now,
Defend the cause of Tuesday: cold. High of YCt not salishied with
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SEI@EJB Road, and Old Hwy 95. The the vehicle and detained all  sengers when ask stated the

Herman Chamblee, 46, venicle then turned onto Old 4. Sgt. Bowen located the meth was Herman’s., Her-

Old South Mill Road Crose. 1wy 95 then Adesa Pkwy. container that was thrown man Chamblee license were

ville, was charged with Tam- Sgt. Then turned on his light out the window it con- checked they came back

pering/Fabricating with Evi- {0 make a traffic stop and tained approx..48 grams of suspended. Deputy Gray

dence, Driving on Revoked/ the vehilcﬁe did a u turn and acrystal substance believed and K-9 run a free air sniff

: Suspended License, Simple pulled 1into shoney’s park- to be meth. Herman stated  of the vehicle K-9 alerted to
. possession, and Mfg/Del/ D& lot. As the vehicle turned it was not his. The 3 Pas-  Stop etd. to P. 3

Sale or Poss. Of Meth into the parking lot the driv-
Fric Smallen, 19. West ©f later identified as Herman

Broadway Lenoir City, was Chamblee threw a white con-
: charged with Possession of famer out the window. The
Burglary Tools. vehicle did not stop until Sgt.
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Notice: The Daily Edition does not knowingly accept fraudulent or mislead-

ing materials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or
statementis contained herein. All liability for the contents of all advertising, and
for any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the advertiser or
iza‘ agency. The Daily Edition reserves the right to reject, edit, or abbreviate any
_ : . : advertisement submitted. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all
E Sgt. Bowen LCSO, ob- Bowen E_)UHG@ his vehicle in liability for all copyright violations is the sol:;e responsibility of the advgertiser‘
served a2 U haul vehicle min a front of lt_. S o1, .BO‘W.@GEI made . Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered
: Stop sign At Hotchkiss Vaﬂey contact with 4 individuals in | the‘sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but
. will not be liable for failure to publish and ad or for typographical and ayout
: errors. All statements and information about highlights featured items, letters to
sthe editor, herein are those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Daily
Edition assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereof. The Daily
Edition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement in which an
error occurs provided a claim is made within 3 days of the first publication of the
ad. Information contained in the Wazzup is received anonymously and the Daily
. Edition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the right to edit
or reject any and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a daily newspaper of
i general circulation in Loudon County defined under TCA 2-1-104(a)(13).
{1he Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount courn-
ties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240, Lenoir City

TN 37771.8065-771-2249. email: dan1204us@yahoo.com

The Daily Edition is Loudon County’s premier public interest and paid advertising paper. The
| Daily Edition is produced and published daily Monday through Friday and is circulated through-
 out Loudon County and parts of Monroe and Knox Counties. Display advertising rates $5.00 per

| column inch and quantity discounts available. Call for information on upcoming promotions and
EVenLs.
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Stop ctd. ﬁ“mmp 2

odor of an 1illegal narcotic
comung from the vehicle,

A search of the vehicle
Deputy located 15 yellow
pills 1dentitied as Gab-
apentin in a sunglass case,
a hammer, bolt cutters and
a lug wrench along with a
crow bar was located.

Also located were sev-
eral flashlights and several
pairs of gloves. There was
no paperwork for the vehi-
cle. Herman Chamblee and
all passenger were taken
Into custody for question-

Ing.
After an Investigation
one of the passengers

Eric Smallen and Herman
Chamblee the dniver was

charged.
Stoilemn
Matthew Marsh, 35,
Harrison Bend Road
Loudon, was charged

with Theft of Proper-
ty, Simple Possession,
Possession of Burglary
Tools, and General Ses-
sion Capias. Officer C.
watson LCPD, made
contact with Matthew
Mmsh in a white vehi-

T Comﬂ:y Jaﬂ

* VESMBH

knoxvilie, TN
Oifices: %5 470-4162
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cle in the pammg E@‘ﬁ;

of the Hampton Inn.

Dispatch had veceived

a call of a male sitting
In a white vehicle pos-
sible doing drugs. Of-

ficer ask Marsh to exit

the vehicle, he attempt-

ed to grab a pack of

cigarettes. Officer stat-
ed they were going to
check the pack before
he could have them.
Otficer located a small

“baggie of narcotic in-

side the pack. Marsh
was then detained. Offi-
cer ran the registration
i1t came back to a differ-
ent vehicle. Officer ran
the VIN it came back
stoien out of Knox.
County. Due to the ve-
hicle being stolen it was
searched, located was
tools identified as bur-
glary tools. Officer also
located a cash box ﬂmi
nad been ripped out

vending machine. Naﬁ-
thew Marsh was placed
under arrest and trans-
ported to the Loudon

* e Insurance

Viedicare Supple-

- 9041 Em@‘é{w@ aﬂg Drive, Suite
| 250
_

37923

DOKING Hor All @r@ml@
2 H@&@E@h Plans |

Insurance |||
* Dental Insurance ||

. ! ' | E
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Bad Idea

Tara Litwin, 25, QOld
Hwy 95 Lenoir City, was
charged with Accessory
after the Fact. Officer C.
Watson LCPD, respond-
ed to Rock Spring An-
nex. Upon arrival Officer
made contact with Tara
Litwin. Litwin was in a
vedroom and stated she
had to get dresses before
coming out. Officer ask
Latwin 1f there was anyone
else in the room she stat-
ed no. Officer entered the
room and located Larry
Mueller hiding in a closet
behind clothes. Mueller
was placed 1n handcuff
due to him attempting to
hide from law enforce-
ment. Mueller gave Offi-
cer the wrong first name.
Officer Lee recognized
Mueller and gave dispatch
the correct name. Mueller
had active warrants out of
Lﬂ&d@ﬁ County and was

| —

Cﬁﬂ 'ﬁk@@& at
- 365-657-9159% or |
%@5 @@%E%@% “ J

Rl DA A A T I ot R T T T R L rar bR A ) R ko 0T

: e e a0

pmwd amdexr arrest. Mtwm

was aware that Mueller

was wanted by law en-
forcement and attempted
to conceal Mueller. Both
were placed under arrest.

Prlls

John Stringfield, 32, Bird
Road Lenoir City, was
charged with Theft of
Property, and Simple Pos-
session Sch. II x2 & Il &
1V. Deputy Partin LCSQO,
responded to Bird Road
in reference to theft. Upon
arrival Deputy spoke to
vicims who stated that
John Stringfield had been
staying at their residence.
Victim noticed that several
firearms and jewelry had
been taken. Deputy made
contact with Stringfield
in the kitchen.and advised
him of his miranda rights.

Stringfield stated that he

had taken the items 1o the
pawn shop. Deputy was
given consent to search

Stringiieid room. Deputy
codone.

iocated 14 Hvdro
15 Aﬁpmmlaamg and 13
Codeine pills. John String-
field was placed under ar-
rest, and transported to the
Leudon County Jail.
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andy Gaston

o536 Mulberry St
Loudon, Tennessee
(865)287-7724
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they believed, and
one of their dealers
had likely helped
him. But the deal-
er they suspected,
Ming Zhang, dented
any mvolvement
when questioned by
the casino.

“The casino knew
there had  been
cheating,” said FBI
Special Agent Jason
Bender of his inves-
tigation of the case.
“What wasn’t known
was exactly how the
pilayer did 1t.”
Baccarat games are
played with eight
decks of cards. The
adealer—called the
banker—typically
spreads the cards on
the table to show the
players that they are
standard decks, shuf-
fles them, and then
places them into a
holding container for
play.

The Dbanker then
deals two cards to the
player position and
two cards to the bank
position. A player
bets on whose hand
will come closest
to nine—the player
or the banker—or if
they will tie. There is
only a single player

nand no matter how {
many players are at
the table, and extra
cards are dealt out |
only under certain ¢
circum- |

prescribed
stances.

A player who knew

B Al e S T, B Y T T T R o PR L L

‘E:he order of ‘m@ cazrds
in the deck could
predict the outcome
of each game with
apsolute  accuracy.
The casino conclud-
ed that N1 must have
known the order of
the cards.

“The casino knew
there had been cheat-
ing. What wasn’t
known was exactly
how the pﬁﬂyeﬁ‘ did
it.”

Jason Bender,
cital agent, FBI
timore

By reviewing the ca-
sino’s  surveillance
footage and con-
ducting interviews,
FBI  agents con-
firmed that Ni had
convinced the other
gamblers at the ta-
ole to follow his lead
that night. These un-
witting accomplices
were given money
oy Ni and toid to bet
along with him and
then hand over their
winnings at the end
of the game.

Soon after, the ca-
sinc dealer con-
fessed to his role in
the scheme. Zhang,
who worked at two
Maryland  casinos,
admitted he met with
N1 over the summer

SDE-
sal-

of 2017. The two
men agreed that
/Zhang would alert
Ni of his upcoming
shiits as a dealer at
the casinos. He fur-

ther agreed to not

shuitle a section of
cards in the baccarat
deck after they had
been fanned in front
of players.

Ni found a way to
use his phone to take
images of the cards

as they were fanned
out. “Then he and

the other gamblers
he recruited would
sit there for a while,
playing smaller
bets just to move
the cards along and
keep their seats,”
Bender explained.
During this time,
Ni excused himself
from the table on
several occasion to
g0 to the bathroom
o review the imag-
es of the deck.

Bender said that
N1 didn’t have to
memorize each card
in the unshuffied
section of the deck
but only needed to
recognize the se-
quence of cards that
would signal the
unshuified  cards
had come up. “Then

N@w %@@@pﬁzmg Appﬁmmmm

For 2 and 3 bedroom Apartments
Apply Monday and Tuesday
From 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

MCGHEE SQUAR:
Lenoir City, TN
Rental Office: (865) 986-6955
TDD: (80@) 848-0298
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he just needed to re-
member the either/
or sequence of the
bets—as in play-
er, banker, player,
player,” Bender
said.
Investigators
learned the pair had
also carried out a
similar plan at an-
other casino where
Zhang  previously
worked, and the take
from that casino was
nearly $200,000.

By the time agents
came to Ni, their
evidence Was
strong. N1 pleaded
guilty to conspiracy
to transport stolen
funds and was sen-
tenced to 13 months
in prison. Because
N1 is not a legal res-
igent of the United
States, his case will
be referred to Im-
migration and Cus-
toms Enforcement
atter he hac gerved

A T e b

his sentence.

The dealer, Zhang,
was fired from the
casino and sen-
tenced to 18 months

in federal prison in
December  2019.
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The Lenoir City Utilities (LCUB) has can-|
celled its Board Meetings scheduled for
Monday, January 20, 2020, at 4:00 p.m.
and Monday, February 17, 2020, at 4:00 |
| p.m. The next regularly scheduﬁed Board |

Meeﬁm will be Monday, March 16, 2020,

at 4:00 p.m. and will be held at LCUB in |

| the Hamby-Smith Memorial
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He was also given
three years of super-
vised release and or-
dered to pay restitu-
tion equal to the full
amount of the illicit
WINnings.

In total, investiga-
tors found the pair
cheated the casinos
of $1,046.560.
Bender  explained
that although these
casinos are big busi-
ness, a portion of the
casino’s profits go
into the Maryland
education trust fund.
“Part of that revenue
belongs to the state
of Maryland, and
part of the theft af-
tects state education

tunding,” he said.
He also  warned
would-be  cheaters:

“You should assume
you will be caught.”
Bender said that the
casinos usually de-
tect cheating while
the player 1s still at
the table. “But even if
you walk out, the evi-
dence of the crime is
going to be captured.”
In other words, the
odds are overwhelm-
mgﬁy against you.
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Board Room |

| located at 7698 Creekwood Park Bivd., !
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